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A few weeks ago I watched an episode of America’s Extreme Home Makeover that focused on the life of Patrick Henry Hughes the eldest son of Patricia and Patrick Hughes.  Patrick was born blind and without the ability to fully straighten his arms and legs, leaving him unable to walk. 

Despite overwhelming circumstances Patrick Henry exhibits extreme strength and a positive attitude in order to achieve his goals. He played piano since the age of 9 months and now excels as a singer and is a trumpeter in the University of Louisville School of Music Marching and Pep Band  

It is clearly evident that Patrick Henry doesn’t see his disabilities; as a matter of fact, he thinks that people like you and me are the ones with the disability - basically because we judge people. We see people for their color or their race or for what they have done to us.  He doesn’t. He judges people from what’s inside.  Patrick has “Jesus Eyes.”  He sees more with his blindness than most of us see with our two good eyes. He sees with his ears, and his gut, and his heart. 

Sometimes “blind” is not really blind and “seeing” is not really sight.  All of us are born blind in one way or another. Some of us have blindness of body:  an organ that malfunctions, cancer, diabetes, or bad bones.   

Then there is blindness of heart. A heart that is blind can only love superficially and usually can’t even love itself. Often those afflicted with blind hearts have a life with addictions to material things, possessions, and work, to cover up an emptiness. 

Blindness of the soul is the very worst.  It keeps all of your life in the dark.    We each have a blindness within us and Jesus notices its. Jesus sees. Jesus then invites us to see. Jesus invites us to see with our very blind eyes, with our wounds and brokenness.  Jesus uses our blindness – our weaknesses - as grace. When tragedy of one form or another strikes us, we often ask why. “Why did this happen to me?” 

In today’s story the crowd also asked why. “Whose fault is this? What did he do wrong to deserve this?”  We, too, probably see our physical and mental blindness as some kind of curse.  But Jesus’ response is that our blindness contains the seeds for the opportunity for us to show the works of God.  Jesus heals our blindness while at the same time giving us an open door to grace.

Doctors heal people that are ill.  That is Jesus’ gift to us. We are the blind who need to see.  We are those who need the redemption and transfiguration.  

The word used in our scripture lesson is “Manifest,” phaneroo in Greek, which means to be revealed - to be seen - to be made visible. It is the same root as in “theophany,” a physical experience in which one envisions God. You may be more familiar word with the word  “epiphany”  - God revealed.  Phaeros was the name of the Greek god Helio, the sun god - a burning expression of light that conveys its own image.   

Our very call in life is to show God – to make manifest.  We have the image of God in the person of Jesus who was an exact reflection. We are then called to become the image of Jesus. 

Maybe you have heard of the Shroud of Turin - said to be a centuries old linen cloth bearing the hidden image of a man who appears to have been physically traumatized in a manner consistent with crucifixion - a man that millions believe to be Jesus of Nazareth.  The image on the shroud is much clearer in black-and-white negative than in its natural brown tones. Many believe that the shroud is the scorched, branded, burned image of the Light of Christ’s resurrection, an image left behind. Whether you believe the story or not, I suggest that we are the image of Christ left behind; we are called to be the burned, branded, reflected image. And as that image, I suggest that we manifest Jesus in our lives, as we reveal, reflect, and burn with the Light of Christ.   

We come to church seeking LIGHT – to be touched by LIGHT and to see JESUS.  When we go out that door we are not to switch off the light. We are to look at the big picture.  We are to continuously think about allowing God to be made manifest in us to others.  We are to strive to be a blinding light of God.   

When we view a solar eclipse we are told not to stare directly into the sun for our eyes could be severely damaged.  The same thing goes for looking into a bright light. After the flash of a camera, other things may appear blurry.  The analogy would be that if we look long enough into the light of Christ everyone around would carry the shadowed reflection of that light.   

On Sunday morning, in church, it is simple to see Jesus and to reflect him.  It is something else to “manifest” Jesus when you have a migraine, when someone hurts your feelings, when your spouse or children annoy you, when your expenses are bigger than your income, or when the traffic is very heavy.  But that is exactly when Jesus paused, stopped, saw, and healed.  

And those ordinary places are the places of God’s work in us. When we acquire Jesus Eyes we see the face of Christ in the most hidden of places, in millions of faces.  We see more easily the hurt beneath the anger, or the reason behind someone’s behavior.  We are then more likely to “make allowance for each other’s faults.”  We become more patient.

When we face a challenge to our patience and use our “Jesus Eyes” we remember that God is not asking us to give more patience to others than the patience God gives to us.  “Jesus Eyes” help us be patient with one another in our differences because God assigned each of us a different mission in life. 

We all have different backgrounds, and we’re each at a different place in our journey with Jesus.  “Jesus Eyes” allow us to see how God works even in the most difficult of circumstances.  

The apostle Paul wrote [Romans 14: 1 MSG], “Welcome with open arms fellow believers who don’t see things the way you do. And don’t jump all over them every time they do or say something you don’t agree with – even when it seems that they are strong on opinions but weak in the faith department. Remember, they have their own history to deal with. Treat them gently.” 
All of us are blind to one thing or another. We often don’t realize it.  Jesus wants us to see - to stop and to notice what is right in front of us every day that we so casually pass in our comings and goings.  

The blind man was given Jesus Eyes. When we truly see, we are given new eyes, new insight, new vision, and new understanding. Jesus Eyes are different from the flat-seeing, self-centered world around us. They are life changing.  Yes, it can be lonely and frightening to have Jesus Eyes. They can be unwelcome and even threatening. They come at the cost of the cross, but with that comes life transformed.  

Some of you know the power of laser light when it cuts away the diminishing vision of cataracts.  Things are made clearer!

In our own lives, each of us has something that needs to be turned around.  Where do we need to stop and see Jesus? Where in your own brokenness can God’s glory be made manifest? How can you use your own weaknesses to become holy? And how can you see what is holy in what is broken around you, in yourself, and in others?  

Let us pray for Jesus Eyes. Let us pray to see Jesus in each face we meet, each life we pass in this life. Let us pray to see God. Let us worship with our lives and make God manifest in every breath we breathe.  AMEN.
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