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Aragorn II is a fictional character from J.R.R. Tolkien’s saga The Lord of the Rings.  He is introduced in The Fellowship of the Ring and he becomes a central character in the third book The Return of the Kings. 

There is a scene in this book where Aragorn gives dead soldiers who deserted their king a chance to regain their honor and be restored to peace if they will help to defend the City of Kings, which is under attack by evil powers.  

Here is part of the story: A large army of orcs, who in Tolkiens’ writings are tough warlike humanoid creatures often brutal and warmongering, walks towards Minas Tirith the heavily fortified city - the capital of Gonor. Trolls beat drums as the orcs march, pushing large siege towers. 

Legolas, the son of a king and Gimli the Dwarf, an honorable and wise warrior accompany Aragorn on the Paths of the Dead. The party moves inside past piles of skulls

Gimli speaks, “What is it? What do you see?” 

Legolas,”I see shapes of men and of horses.” 

Gimli asks, “Where?”

Legolas answers, “Pale banners like shreds of cloud. Spears rise like winter- thickets through a shroud of mist. The dead are following. They have been summoned.” 

Gimli runs to catch up. Shapes of arms are surrounding Legolas and Aragorn, who brush them aside. Gimli puffs at the ghosts around him.

Aragorn warns, “Do not look down.” 

Gimli stops at a snapping sound under his feet. He looks down and sees hundreds of skulls. Every step he takes let’s a crackling out.  

This is not a pleasant place.  Heaped up against the walls of the cave are piles of dry skeleton bones. Suddenly, in the center of a large room, these skeletal creatures begin to threaten, but they are not really alive. Aragorn offers them a chance to redeem themselves by making good on their pledge to defend good against evil, and to be a part of a community that will restore the kingdom. 

     
Our reading from the Old Testament this morning shows Ezekiel the Prophet having a similar experience. He has a vision or dream that he is with God in a valley of dry bones.  God instructs Ezekiel to tell the bones to listen to the Lord.  God then tells the bones that God will restore their bodies with muscle and flesh and give them breath, resurrecting them to life and knowledge that God is the Lord.  God calls upon the four winds to bring life back into the bones and they are alive again.  

The people of Israel have lost hope and are feeling disconnected from their relationship with God.  God wants them to know that only God gives life and has the power to restore the community to fullness.  They can be restored if they will just be faithful.  This vision of hope for the revival of their nation as the children of God comes from God’s word and Spirit alone.  

     
Both Tolkien’s story and this story from Ezekiel tell us of communities, not individuals being redeemed.  Both stories have a prophet who is the messenger to the people.  In both stories they reject death and trust the dramatic freedom and power found when the whole community is restored to their call to action and faithfulness.  

     
The Epistle lesson in Romans also gives words about the same Spirit of God that gives life. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead lives in us and is responsible for giving us life.  Where the world takes away life the Spirit gives life.  

These Biblical stories in Lent challenge us to see if we are living according to the Spirit or not.  On this final Sunday of Lent we are reminded that God’s Spirit is the source of our life as a community.  We are not only being prepared for Christ’s resurrection but for our own.  

     
It is interesting that this morning two weeks before Easter we read a resurrection story not about Jesus but of a man called Lazarus. In fact, this is the story that precipitates the plot against Jesus’ life that leads to his death and resurrection.  The story of Lazarus demonstrates that Jesus acts from above – not on his own and not as a result of others.  It is an account of life coming from God and no one else.

     
Jesus is told that his friend Lazarus in Bethany is ill.  As the story’s prophet it will be through him that the message of life will come.   Jesus calls upon the power of resurrection on behalf of Lazarus.  He stands at the opening of the grave, invoking the power of God. It is like the call of Moses, standing at the edge of the Red Sea, invoking the power of God to close off the threat to life posed by the Egyptian Army - opening a new future to the Israelites.

 Jesus calls into the cave and with a loud voice tells Lazarus to come out.  Lazarus does come out proving once again that only God gives life.

     
As a part of our Lenten journey we, too, like Lazarus, are given an opportunity to walk a path toward restoration with Jesus.  But we must walk that path in community so that there may be a resurrection into new life. 

We are reminded that only God gives life.  These stories give us hope that God will continue to give life even over death.  

     
As we head toward Pentecost it is necessary that we experience Easter and it is up to us to decide how we will do that. 

· Do we continue to choose worldly things that distract us from real  life?


· Do we choose to love or accept some folks over others because of their thoughts and actions?  

· Do we choose things that give us a sense of temporary power based upon things of the world? 

· Do we chose to think that we are individually more important than who we are together as community?

As we make these choices on our way to Easter we are choosing how to be restored by the Holy Spirit.  We are deciding how much life God’s Spirit can give to us.

 I highly recommend that we choose to live as Jesus did – called to be a community of faith focused on the strength of our unity.  We can give ourselves over to be restored by letting those things that separate us from God and from each other die and be resurrected in Spirit to life as faithful believers.  AMEN
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